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P. wakes one morning t¢ the clamour of voices in
wifferent languages and accents, drifting over itc his
aouse, He dresses and soon finds nimself amidsy tne
centre of Hiin Park Corner, an array of gaily coloured
scapboxes and speakers to mateh. The current no. 2
greets him, and explains that nere, a8 in BEnglangd,
there is an opportunity for blowing off steam about the
ecnfliiﬁﬁwff the world, with no danger of doing snything
about #t. The best speakers of previous weeks get the
nighest perches, and a negro Hike X predominates the
progeedings. Po is struck by the individuality of thought
held by this man, and nc, 2 explains he is a reesnt iniake,
and vhey nad thouzht it betier not to numbqr nim, to obtain
tne aecessary ioforsation they required'aad ne nad been
unconseisusly gZiving dauring past weeks from his platiorm.

(Wﬂa@ passionate man can always withhold ois innermost
thougnts wita nighly %trained heeklers gosding nim§' P
gqueries some of Mike's ideas and a heslthy mutual reapect
develops as individuals.

3con they are walking around the villags together
discusging their gimilar desires t0 eacape, when Mike, in
a moment of trust, rveveals he has & foolproof plan. He is

about %o explaia it when Rover appears, bloecking thelr pati.
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In panie Mike starts tc run off, It takes only woments
for Rover 1o reach bim, and apparently cbliterate him,

Unlike many, Mike receives practically a State funersl,
the authorities knowing full well the respegt many villagers
had for him, and how it would be bad for morale were it not
g0, However, P.'s morale is at its lowest ebk. He nas lost
& good friend and a possible escape route, and he walecnes

from & distance withiao the precinct of the surrounding woods,
An uncanny, but familiar laugh behind hiam reveals Mike,
watching nis own funeral, I3v worked, plamned suiclide was
the only answer - no one seeks information from a corpse,
The corpse he had planted just where Rover had done his duty -
the timing had been perfeci, There were enougn corpses Lo
be found tc replace P. at a moment's notice.

He, 2 shows conecern at P.'s morese condition, recognising
how the destn of a new found Iriend can completely undermine
an individual in the village's bizarre environment, and ig
hardily surprised, but shows soute gtngern wnen P. pushes him
out of the taxli ne's driving and heaus full $ilt for the edge
of the c¢liff - not seeing that it was only the buggy thaid
gsailed over the top.

Mike gnd P. wish that they'd no% had ic get rid of the

taxi as ithey Pramp along the ILondon rosad.
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Ihe'familiar’éoﬁnd of Bigiﬂah‘ia a ocue for calebratioa.
3@& men ﬂarch gbraight $0 a pab, Kike suggestﬁﬂ Hg is graﬁted
v frlen*s. who wonder waeTa he 8 baen. de winks at 3; aﬂﬁ‘
sclares ae's been naving a hnliday. ‘thefelcofitl Noossns
:ny tongpes ~ and Mike begine to reveal the ﬁécasicnallseeret,
wouragling P, 0 deo likewise. P., feeling at ease, laughs at
16 abgurdity of the situstion and is aboeut %o succuunbk, when he
tices a white streak on ike's face. Mike is alarmed and puts
.& hand to nis face, P. twigs 14, and rips off zun ouler rubber
din - revealing tne familiar faes of one of the more prominent
eklers,

A fignt ensues, but naturally all of "Mike's" friends
veal tneir loyalty to tne wvillage.

P. payes a grim tribute at Wike's grave, saying at least

gy Jidn*t ged all nis sscretis.
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